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up on Britain's approach to the Rome end and
France's to the Berlin end of the Axis, Mr. Chamber-
lain and Lord Halifax with their wives paid a visit to
Paris between November 23rd and 25th,   On the
whole very little headway was made; as one corres-
pondent put it, the talks with the French ministers
were "useful in a negative sense," but "provided no
basis whatever for any constructive future policy."
The course of the negotiations was interrupted by
serious industrial strikes in France following M.
Reynaud's drastic financial decrees with the result
that M. Daladier's attention was distracted.    Within
a week of these abortive conversations Mussolini
launched an amazing campaign for Mediterranean
territory at the expense of France.   His deputies,
carefully stage directed, raised shouts for Tunis,
Corsica and Nice.   The President of the Chamber,
Ciano's father, joined in the clamour while Mussolini
himself, according to a reporter, "sat immobile, his
teeth clenched and his arms crossed over his chest."
In the Press campaign, what were probably the
serious demands were set out, in particular Jibuti
and a bigger share in the control over the Suez were
stressed. The Fascist Government at once proceeded
to disavow these claims, and three days later, on
December 3rd, Mr. Chamberlain accepting the dis-
avowal, formally announced that he would be going
to Rome in January for a talk with Mussolini.

The French, to say the least of it, were not pleased.
On December 6th Ribbentrop was smuggled into
Paris, and a brief statement of goodwill drafted and
signed. In addition to the reasons suggested above
the Germans hoped by working on a liaison with
France, finally to oust Britain from the Balkans,
With the French acquiescent in the new order,
Britain, they felt, had no further direct interest. Had
not Mr. Chamberlain in the House of Commons at the